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PUBLIO WORSHIP.
says, "Man is a religious being."
ROLLIN
The '!nclinations, feelings, and convictions
of every man prove this saying of an excellent
historian to be true in an impor.tant sense.
Every man was made to glorify and enjoy
God. This enjoyment is chiefly realized iu
acts of devotion. How many of your acquaint.
ances are devout, thoughtful, and pious who
neglect public worship? Doubtless but very
few. How many, on the contrary, are vicious.
wicked, and profane? Compare the church·
going population of your own town with those
who go not to the house of God; compare
them as citizens, as business men; compare
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their influence in society, and then say
whether the public means of grace are not
nsethl. I,et the comparison be fair and faith ..
fnl. Do not select a few cases of rare incon.
sistency and hypocrisy among nominal believers, and set over against them a few instances
of rare virtue and good citizenship among
those who from education and habit never
attend the house of God. But look at the
masses on both sides, and decide which takes
the wisest course-he who loves the" habitation of God's house, and the place where his
honor dwelleth," 01' he who lounges away the
sacred hours of the Sabbath of the Lord at
home, or, less innocently, seeks his own pleasure abroad in travel or amusement.
Ask yourself, ask history, ask matter-offact, what Christianity, the Bible, and public
worship have done for the land in which you
live, Yet whateveI has been Jone, you have
had no hand in it if you have not frequented a
place of worship. Even your presence would
ha\'e done some good by encouraging and intluencing others; but even this aid you ha\'e
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withheld. Compare your own country, where
the public worship of God is maintained in al
most every neighborhood, with those countrieR
where this blessing is rarely enjoyed; where
Bibles are scarce, and seldom read; where
preaching occurs only on great festival occasions; where there ar8 no Sabbath-schools;
and where 011 and young are taught to look
upon the day of' holy rest as a time for merri
ment and folly. Compare your native land
with Spain, Mexico, and South America. It
will make you love your country more, and
more highly prize those blessed institutions
that have largely contributed to make her
what she is. N or will you be able to deny
that the preaching of the Gospel of the grace
of God stands among the most prominent instrumentalities that have induced such results.
The Gospel of Christ preached to the people,
like a strong police, preserves your own home
in quietness, while you, perhaps, are thoughtless of the real source of your blessings.
Would you have the churches all blotted
trom the map of your country, its tOWliS, \'il.
Nn. 2R.
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lages, and cities? W;)uld you have the pub.
lic teachers of religion and good morals cease
their work and change thei,· ealling, and all
the people, instead of attending church, throng
the streets, attend public places of amusement,
gamble, and drink ardent spirits-training up
their children to follow their unholy examples?
This state of things woul4 soon follow were
I know you
public worship ,suspended.
would not desire it. The very idea fills you
with horror. You would dread to live in such
a state of society; yet, without thinking, you
are contributing to it. Were all to do as you
do, and have done for years, these sad scenes
would soon be transacted in the midst of us.
You may say, that although you attend no
place of worship you are innocent, you harm
no one. But stop, let us reason together. If
anyone has a right to neglect worship, so
have all; if it is no harm for one, it is not for
any or all; and if all followed your example,
where would be the churches, what would
become of public worship? We would soon
have no mini~ters, no Sabbath, no songs of
No. 20.
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praise ascending to Him who made and redeemed the world, no Sabbath-schools in
which children are taught to live morally and
righteously. S.- far, then, as your own example and influenc~ go, you are contributing
to the very result which you deprecate. Be
impressed, my dear sir, with the fact that" no
man liveth to himself, and no man dieth to
him8elf." All are exerting an influence for
good or evil on theil· families, neighbors, fellow-workmen, and society in general; so that
in neglecting public worship you are not so
innocent as you have thought. Had all men
taken such a course, this country would not
have been what it now is.
Yet you are a patriot; you love your coun_
try, and desire to hand down to your children
and succeeding generations those institutions
which you deem essential to the welfare and
happiness of every people. How can you, then,
neglect the public means of grace? If, as
you may have thought, they do you no good,
your example, yonr presence, in the house of
God may do others good; and, in staying
No.
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away, do you nnt practically deny your own
cherished principles? Perhavs your neglect
result!' from thoughtlessnei<s rather than any
settled repugnance to the house of God and
means of grace. I would ,hope so. In that
case this little tract, with God's blessing accompanying it, may be a messenger of good.
It may lead you to pause, think, and consider,
and finally may induce you, for the good of
others, if not with a desire for personal benefit,
to be found regularly in the house of God.
The men whom you most reverence and
esteem, as patriots, statesmen, and men of
science, have been regular and devout in their
attendance on the place of worship. Gen.
"\Vashington, during the war of the Revolution,
embraced every opportunity of hearing the
Gospel and enjoying the means of grace_
When his army lay at Morristown, N. J., he
sent a note to the clergyman of the place,
inquiring if he could be permitted, with
others, on the following Sabbath, to commune
at the Lord's table with the congregation j
and was with gladne8s welcomed by the maD
No. 20.
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of God. Wilberforce, one of the besi. Rnd
most able statesmen of Great Britain, ..as "
devont lover of the habitation of God's hous;;.
And Sir Isaac Newton, the prince of philosophers, after he had weighed the planets as in
a balance, sat down to spend the residue of
his days in devout worship and meditations
on the holy oracles of God. Who arc the
living men who now command most esteem,
and by their varied excellences challenge your
praise? Do they, or do they not, spend a POI'·
tion of each Lord's day in the house of prayer?
Please answet' these questions with candor,
and say whether their religioUl:I habits have
not largely contributed to forming and main_
taining their characters.
The bare information communicated from
the pnlpit should make it inviting to such as
desire knowledge. A difference in this respect
is readily observed between such as regularly
attend church and those who neglect it. And
11' this itself a trifling matter?
But yon are an immortal being, possessing
a soul as well as a body. Have you sufficient·
No.
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ly thought of this? If! it wise and prudent to
devote all your time and talents to the al'qnisi.
Lion of w(>alth, to att~nd solely to the frail,
perishable matters of sense, and neglect the
more important interests of eternity? "'Vhat
i~ a man profited if he shall gain the whole
w0rld and lose his own soul?" This question
is fealfully solemn. It is not propounded by
the writer of these lines, but by Christ himself, who came to redeem and save you. And
it is specially addressed to such as neglect the
public means of grace and worship of God to
attend to worldly business for the sake of gain.
Do yourself the justice to repeat this question
every Sabbath morning when Satan or world.
ly cares attempt to hinder you from visiting
the house of prayer
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